
Instructional Strategies
Middle School Student Voice

LISTEN

LEARN

LEAD

1.  Incorporate Students’ Hopes, Dreams, and Interests into Lessons 
Student Interests   •   Using Student Interest for Instruction

2.  Access Prior Knowledge 
3 Ways to Check Background Knowledge  •   Prior Knowledge in Learning                                                                               

3.  Listen to Students 
How to Conduct Focus Groups  •  Sample Focus Group   

4.  Improve Student Responses through Silence 
Provide Wait and Think Time

5.  Encourage Students to Summarize Lessons 
Summarizing Strategies

1.  Develop Discussion Skills 
Classroom Discussion Strategies

2.  Coach Students in Self-Assessment 
Self-Assessment Inspires Learning

3.  Utilize Formative Assessment 
iKnow My Class  •  Examples of Formative Assessment 

4.  Support Students’ Passions 
Welcome to Genius Hour

5.  Foster Collaborative Learning  
Working Effectively in Groups  •  Facilitating Cooperative Learning

1.  Encourage Students to Teach Peers 
Pros and Cons of Peer Teaching  •  Middle School Peer Learning

2.  Provide Students Choice in Assignments  
15 Ways to Integrate Student Choice   •  Ideas to Incorporate Student Choice

3.  Develop Student-Led Conferences 
Student-Led Conferences 

4.  Utilize Student Feedback 
Seek Your Own Feedback from Students  •  Student Feedback Improves Teaching

5.  Involve Students in Classroom Decisions  
Student Voice: Pump it Up  •  Empowering Students

Visit the active links below to learn about a variety of student voice strategies.
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https://educatorinnovator.org/draw-on-student-interests-to-make-the-common-core-work-for-you/
http://inservice.ascd.org/using-student-interests-as-resources-for-instruction/
http://3 Ways to Check Background Knowledge
https://news.illinoisstate.edu/2012/01/importance-of-prior-knowledge-to-learning/
http://quagliainstitute.org/qisa/library/view.do?id=1115
https://www.achieve.org/files/Achieve_StudentAssessmentInventory_ListeningtoStudents.pdf
https://www.thoughtco.com/ways-silence-can-improve-student-responses-8006
https://justaddstudents.com/5-ways-to-teach-summarizing-skills/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/speaking-listening-techniques/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/self-assessment-inspires-learning-lori-desautels
https://surveys.quagliainstitute.org/myClass.jsp?loc=US
https://www.edutopia.org/groups/assessment/250941
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/genius-hour-questions/
https://www.middleweb.com/28606/get-students-working-effectively-in-groups/
https://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/features/facilitating-collaborative-learning-20-things-you-need-to-know-from-the-pros/
https://www.prodigygame.com/blog/advantages-disadvantages-peer-teaching-strategies/
https://www.institute4learning.com/2017/02/02/9-ways-to-facilitate-peer-learning-connections-in-middle-or-high-school/
https://www.bespokeclassroom.com/blog/2018/5/17/15-ways-to-integrate-student-choice-into-the-secondary-ela-classroom
https://medium.com/synapse/10-ways-to-incorporate-student-choice-in-your-classroom-e07baa449e55
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-led-conferences-resources-ashley-cronin
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/student-feedback/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-feedback-improves-your-teaching-vicki-davis
http://quagliainstitute.org/dmsView/Principal_Leadership__Quaglia__Corso
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/empower-students-adora-svitak



