
Instructional Strategies
High/Secondary School Student Voice

LISTEN

LEARN

LEAD

1.  Incorporate Students’ Hopes, Dreams, and Interests into Lessons 
Student Interests   •   Student Interest Surveys

2.  Access Prior Knowledge 
3 Ways to Check Background Knowledge  •   Concept Maps                                                                              

3.  Listen to Students 
How to Conduct Focus Groups  •  Sample Focus Group   

4.  Improve Student Responses through Silence 
Provide Wait and Think Time

5.  Teach Listening Skills 
Focus and Listen

1.  Develop Discussion Skills 
Classroom Discussion Strategies

2.  Coach Students in Self-Assessment 
Self-Assessment Inspires Learning

3.  Utilize Formative Assessment 
iKnow My Class  •  Examples of Formative Assessment 

4.  Support Students’ Passions 
Welcome to Genius Hour

5.  Understand Perspectives   
Gallery Walk  •  Fishbowl  •  Four Corners

1.  Develop Student/Adult Partnerships 
Partnerships

2.  Provide Students Choice in Assignments  
More Choice in the Classroom  •  15 Ways to Integrate Student Choice

3.  Make it Relevant 
Personalize Learning

4.  Utilize Student Feedback 
Seek Your Own Feedback from Students  •  Student Feedback Improves Teaching

5.  Use Technology to Amplify Voice  
Technology and Voice  •  5 Ideas to Amplify Voice

Visit the active links below to learn about a variety of student voice strategies.
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https://educatorinnovator.org/draw-on-student-interests-to-make-the-common-core-work-for-you/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/fire-up-class-student-interest-surveys-rebecca-alber
https://www.middleweb.com/14986/3-ways-to-check-prior-knowledge/
https://www.cmu.edu/teaching/assessment/assesslearning/conceptmaps.html
http://quagliainstitute.org/dmsView/FocusGroups_2019_1104
https://www.achieve.org/files/Achieve_StudentAssessmentInventory_ListeningtoStudents.pdf
https://www.thoughtco.com/ways-silence-can-improve-student-responses-8006
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/training-the-brain-to-listen-donna-wilson
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/speaking-listening-techniques/
https://surveys.quagliainstitute.org/myClass.jsp?loc=US
https://www.edutopia.org/groups/assessment/250941
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/genius-hour-questions/
http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/gallery-walk
http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/activities/fishbowl.html
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/four-corners
https://soundout.org/studentadult-partnerships/
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/52421/what-giving-students-choice-looks-like-in-the-classroom
https://www.bespokeclassroom.com/blog/2018/5/17/15-ways-to-integrate-student-choice-into-the-secondary-ela-classroom
https://www.gettingsmart.com/2014/11/10-ways-personalize-learning/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/student-feedback/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-feedback-improves-your-teaching-vicki-davis
https://edtechteacher.org/5-ways-amplify-student-voice-using-technology/
http://blog.whooosreading.org/amplify-student-voice-with-technology/
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/self-assessment-inspires-learning-lori-desautels



